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FEEDBACK

CoR Working Document
The future of European Territorial Cooperation (ETC)
post-2027

As European Office of the Metropolitan Region FrankfurtRheinMain we consider working on the future of ETC
to be crucial and appreciate the initiative. Indeed, we agree that “ETC can generate local engagement,
ownership, and capacity building, while offering direct connections to places abroad, including at the EU level.
Therefore, ETC is about more than just boosting cooperation and overcoming transaction obstacles. It
strengthens EU integration.” It adds to Europe’s visibility.

In the following we address selected questions from the working document.

ad 2. Transnational cooperation:

Generally speaking, this is not only relevant to ‘urban development etc.’, but of high importance for functional
regions.

“Are the funds of the transnational cooperation enough to reach the objectives?”
No, seen its importance, the funds should be increased.

“What are key challenges the current macro-regional strategies are confronted with and what should the future
ETC support do to address them?”

So far four macro-regional strategies have been adopted. These concern partly 19 member states. The macro-
regions approach is restrictive and excluding big areas in Europe areas not covered by them.

“How could we improve the co-financing of the objectives of the macroregional strategies by national, regional
and European (other than structural funds) money?”

A rethinking of the approach and of the layout is necessary: We suppose that there are additional macro
regions, for example the Rhine region, or what had been coined as the Blue Banana.
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ad 3. Interregional cooperation

“What potential do you see for interregional co-operation to exchange experiences and develop joint strategies
to manage the green and digital transition?”
Sic: The exchange of experience.

“Which kind of projects should INTERREG Europe finance in the future?”

Projects territorial, regional (functional regions), and of relevance for local and regional authorities. For the
latter, there is an added value if public authorities can be assisted to join forces to tackle especially new
challenges, as, to give a current example, the digitalisation of public administration and the application of
artificial intelligence.

ad 5. Innovative ideas to go beyond the current ETC framework and
simplify the ETC

“More generally, what scope do you see for simplification of ETC programmes?”

a) Matchmaking should be more efficient. Current formats organised by the programme secretariats with long
lists of project ideas aren’t helpful: Too long, too many; never clear how up-to-date; posting ideas provokes
interest of consultants; serious project ideas aren’t made public for these reasons. Programme secretariats do
know about authorities all over Europe, about their topics and their needs and about good practices; this is an
untapped potential.

b) Flexibility within reason: Programmes should allow for adjustments (reacting to external disturbances like
pandemics and wars) without jeopardising the long term strategies.

“What should be an adequate level of EU co-financing rates in the ETC programmes in order to ensure local
ownership?”
Should be >80% to keep it attractive for public authorities.

Europabiiro FrankfurtRheinMain Q3 +49 69 2577 1538 21.05.2024
PoststraRRe 16 4 europa@region-frankfurt.de 2

60329 Frankfurt am Main www.europabuero-frm.de \3




