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Interreg NWE - Stakeholder Consultation on 
the Future

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Have your say in the future Interreg North-West Europe Programme!

As a contribution to the EU commission’s consultation process on the future of Interreg, the Interreg North-
West Europe Programme is inviting you to respond to its .online stakeholder survey
 
The main objective of this questionnaire is to collect input and feedback on our Programme’s strengths, 
weaknesses, and overall rationale from the people that have first-hand experience with Interreg North-West 
Europe.
 
This means above all project beneficiaries from the 2014-2020 and the 2021-2027 programming periods: 
lead partners, projects partners, associated organisations. Other stakeholders, such as project applicants 
or anyone who has been following our Programme’s progress and results over the years, are also welcome 
to participate.
 
All these inputs from Interreg NWE key stakeholders will feed into a report to be submitted to the European 
Commission by the end of 2024 and will be an important contribution to discussions on Interreg and its role 
within Cohesion Policy post-2027.
 
The survey will be open until .13 September 2024
 

.Survey completion time: approximately 10 to 20 minutes

Interreg North-West Europe supports transnational cooperation by funding projects involving partners with a 
joint approach to tackle common issues. 
It aims to support a balanced development across the North-West European area, making all regions more 
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resilient, and contributing to a better quality of life and well-being of all NWE citizens. In the current VIB 
(2021-2027) period, the NWE area extends across Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands and Switzerland. In the VB (2014-2020) period, the Programme area also included the United 
Kindgom.
For more information check the Interreg NWE Website.

Name and Surname

Susanna Caliendo

Organisation

European Office of the Metropolitan Region FrankfurtRheinMain

Organisation type
Maximum 1 selection(s)

Local public authority
Regional public authority
National public authority
Sectoral agency
Infrastructure and (public) service provider
Interest groups including NGOs
Higher education and research organisations
Education/training centre and school
Enterprise
Small or medium enterprise
Business support organisation
EGTC (European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation)
International Organisation, EEIG
Cross-border legal body
Hospital and medical centres
Other

Has your organisation participated in an Interreg North-West Europe project?
Yes, as a Lead Partner
Yes, as a Project Partner
Yes, as an Associated Partner
No
Not applicable

If you have participated in an Interreg NWE project, please specify the programming period:
VB (2014-2020)
VIB (2021-2027)

If you have participated in other EU Programmes, please specify below:

*

*

https://www.nweurope.eu/
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Belgium
France
Germany
Ireland
Luxembourg
The Netherlands
Switzerland
United Kingdom
Other

Horizon 2020, Erasmus+, CEF

Country
Maximum 1 selection(s)

1.On what topic(s) can territorial cooperation across countries bring the greatest added value in the North-
West Europe area?

1500 character(s) maximum

Spatial planning. Territorial issues, place based issues. Common challenges to authorities regional and sub 
regional, functional regions. Joining forces, also on behalf of smaller and medium-sized municipalities. More 
specifically: 1. As digitalisation continues to reshape economies and societies, transnational cooperation can 
facilitate the sharing of knowledge, resources, and best practices. Joint initiatives can help regions develop 
digital infrastructure, enhance digital skills, and promote the use of technology in public services. 
Collaborating on digital infrastructure and services can help bridge the digital divide, promote e-governance; 
2. energy transition; 3. sustainable mobility; 4. adaption to climate change 5. urban-rural linkages, 6. labour 
market/lack of skilled labour.

2. What currently works well regarding cooperation across countries in North-West Europe and should be 
either preserved or reinforced?

1500 character(s) maximum

Interreg NWE has successfully facilitated transnational collaboration on various projects. These partnerships 
foster knowledge sharing and resource pooling, which should be maintained and expanded. There are open-
minded approaches, successful teams, and team spirit. As opposed to former Interreg issues: More 
flexibility, less formalism. The two stages application process makes very much sense and sould be 
maintained.

3. What currently does not work well regarding cooperation across countries in North-West Europe and 
should be improved?

1500 character(s) maximum

There is too much focus on very specific topics. Too much focus on support for private companies. Inefficient 
match making. The application and reporting processes are still cumbersome and might deter municipalities 
from participating in Interreg projects.

*



4

4. Are there types of projects or activities you would like to do under lnterreg North-West Europe or Interreg 
in general but cannot? Why?

1500 character(s) maximum

A project on helping municipalities facing challenges related to Artificial Intelligence. A project on helping 
municipalities facing challenges related to digitalisation. A project on helping municipalities facing challenges 
related to demand for data centres. Too complex to prepare within a call period, lack of lead partners.

5. What is the most important novelty that you would like to see in the future Interreg North-West Europe 
Programme or lnterreg in general ?

1500 character(s) maximum

A more intelligent match making (see #7).

Do you see a need for transnational infrastructure projects in North-West Europe? If yes, please specify 6. 
what type of infrastructure and in which domains / sectors.

1500 character(s) maximum

1. Rail connections between urban nodes are complex and of vital importance. 2. Green infrastructure of 
regional scale: this tends to need financial incentive because of its non-profit nature.

7. What would help you to find and cooperate more easily with counterparts transnationally?
1500 character(s) maximum

Redesign the match making instruments. Overcome their shortcomings: For example, publishing project 
ideas induces inefficient e-mail exchanges with consultants. Stakeholders who have experienced this won’t 
be sharing their ideas publicly again. Maybe the role of the national contact points (we do have good 
experience with the German one) could be enforced: They receive project proposals on a confidential base 
and share them with selected stakeholders? A matchmaking or peer review approach as in Interreg Europe 
might be considered. At the project market events, make sure that presentation slots aren’t overbooked. 
Reconsider the timing of the project market events (possibly earlier in the call process). Reconsider the 
format of the project market events: Less time is needed to inform about Interreg in general because that is 
preaching to the converted.

8. What would be the cooperation project of your dreams for the North-West Europe area? Dare to think big 
and envision how your project can make the North-West Europe area a more prosperous, sustainable and 
inclusive place to live.

1500 character(s) maximum

A project about the balance between “development” and “protection” – intelligent approaches to land use 
change decisions.

9. In your view, and considering the territorial and thematic characteristics of North-West Europe, what 
common narrative unites the North-West European regions?

1500 character(s) maximum
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Dynamics and prosperity, but not for all and not everywhere, and not always well managed.

Data Protection 

The collection, processing, and usage of data by the Interreg North-West Europe Programme complies with 
the EU General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR). By participating in this survey, you 
consent to the Programme Joint Secretariat collecting and processing your data solely for the purpose of 
the Interreg NWE stakeholder consultation. The personal data you might provide (name, surname) will not 
be transferred to any other organisation, including the European Commission. The country/region of origin 
of your organisation may be used for statistical purposes, and your organisation name may be included in 
the consultation report.

Contact
Contact Form

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/contactform/nwepost2027survey



